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Foreword
The female pelvic reproductive organs are the third most common site for the
development ofcancer in American women. Successful management ofthese diseases
requires early recognition of their presence. Advanced stage disease, unfortunately, is
more often treated for palliation than for cure. It is critical that new developments in
epidemiology, diagnosis, and management of gynecologic malignancies be brought
promptly to the attention ofcommunity physicians.
Theuntimely death ofElla T. Grasso, GovernoroftheState ofConnecticut, from an
ovarian cancer led to ajoint effort by the University ofConnecticut School ofMedicine
and the Yale University School of Medicine to initiate a series ofannual conferences
directed to community physicians, in order toupdate them in thediagnosis and current
management of ovarian cancer. To accomplish this goal, internationally prominent
speakers in the field of ovarian cancer were to be invited to participate, along with
physicians from each ofthesponsoring institutions. Theconferences have broadened in
scope in the ensuing years to include all aspects ofgynecologic cancer. Recent Ella T.
Grasso Memorial Conferences have included presentations on the epidemiology of
cervical, endometrial, and ovarian cancers; circulating tumor markers in the diagnosis
and management of gynecologic cancers; recent advances in diagnostic imaging of
pelvic masses; current management of gynecologic cancers; complications of therapy;
and basic science research activities that may subsequently affect future gynecologic
cancer management.
The importance of this annual conference to physicians in the State of Connecticut
and surrounding states is suggested by the outstanding attendance at each of these
annual meetings and confirmed by the current publication, an issue of The Yale
Journal of Biology and Medicine, dedicated to the most recent Ella T. Grasso
Memorial Conference proceedings. The authors of the papers show the depth of the
conference in terms of the variety of issues addressed in the epidemiology, diagnosis,
and management of gynecologic malignancies. As guest edtior for this issue of the
Journal, I am indebted to the authors for putting together such comprehensive review
articles in their fields ofexpertise. The publication ofthis volume will allow us to share
state-of-the-art experiences in gynecologic malignancies with a larger audience than
those who were able to attend the conference.
PETER E. SCHWARTZ, M.D.
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